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FATHERS OF THE 7" ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

OCT. 16, 2011

Epistle -2 Cor 9:6-11, Gospel - Lk 8:5-15, Tone 1

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Generations of Faith Program - change of date!

18" Sunday After Pentecost, October 16, 2011

9:00 AM Lit. + John Andrewshetsko r/by Family

11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Monday, October 17, 2011

7:20 AM Lit. + Cecelia & Walter Sweryd r/by Family

Tuesday, October 18, 2011

7:20 AM Lit. + Helen & George Melnykevich r/by Family

Wednesday, October 19, 2011

7:20 AM Lit. + Zenovij r/by Lusia & Yuriy Dzioba

Thursday, October 20, 2011

No morning Liturgy.

6:00 PM Lit. + Estelle Ferraro - Legate

Friday, October 21, 2011

8:45 AM Lit. + Jason Diaz r/by ACS Faculty and Staff

Saturday, October 22, 2011

8:00 AM Lit. Sp. Int. for the Health of Kateryna, Maria,
Hanna r/by Hanna & Wasyl Kitchoula

5:00 PM Lit. + John, Pauline, William, Anne Berezowsky
- Legate

19" Sunday After Pentecost, October 23, 2011

Epistle -2 Cor 11:31-12:9, Gospel - Lk 16:19-31

9:00 AM Lit. + Maria Brydun
r/by Volodar & Janelle Lojko

11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Epistle Readers, 11:00 a.m. Liturgy:

Kenneth Bialkowski 10/16/11
Peter Baralecki 10/23/11
Nancy Bialkowski 10/30/11
Joan Zaleski 11/6/11

Calendar Party
The St. Ann's Society sponsored Calendar Dinner

Dance will be held on Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011. Enjoy a
night of dining and dancing. Catering will be provided
by Elmer’s, music will be provided by DJ, Touch of
Class. Tickets, $30.00 per person, are available after
liturgies today. See Colette at coffee hour. For info
call Anna at the rectory, 732-826-0767 by Monday, Oct
17.

Halloween Breakfast Buffet

An all-you-can-eat breakfast buffet sponsored
by the Holy Name Society will be held on Sunday,
Oct. 30 from 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM in the school
auditorium. The extensive menu includes
omelets made to order, scrambled eggs,
pancakes, bacon, sausage, hash browns and much
more. Donation is $10 per adult, $5 for teens 12-
17, and free for children 12 and under. Tickets
are available in advance after each liturgy.

Pyrohy Sale
If you wish to order potato pyrohy for the Oct.

20 sale, please sign the sheet in the church
vestibule. Please pick up orders Thursday at 5:00
PM.

A Special Thank You to Our Parishioners!

We are deeply grateful for you most generous
donations to our Religious Community. May Our
Dear Lord Blessand reward you for your
sacrificial charity, and may the Most Pure Mother
of God extend her holy veil of protection
over you and keep you always from all harm to
body and soul. Please be assured of our continued
prayers for the spiritual and temporal needs of
you and your loved ones.

We truly appreciate your loving faithfulness
and support,

Sr. Yosaphata and Sr. Maria
Missionary Sisters of Mother of God

On Sunday November 27th there will be only
one Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. After the Liturgy all
parishioners are welcome to go to the school
auditorium for a free hot dinner and a Generations
of Faith Presentation. Those interested in
attending this event are asked to register by
November 20 so we can plan for the meal. The
registration forms in both languages are in the
church vestibule.

SPECIAL COLLECTION

Throughout the month of October,
Archbishop Stefan Soroka is asking every parish to
have a special collection for the completion of our
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Resurrection
and the Patriarchal Center in Kyiv, Ukraine.
SPECIAL ENVELOPES are on the table in the
vestibule. The collected funds will be sent to the
Chancery. The combined total from all parishes and
individual donations will be presented to the
Patriarch formally during his visit. A list of the
parish donations will also be given to him and
published in The Way. All checks are to be made
payable to “Archeparchy of Philadelphia.” You may
also make your donation in cash. Please place your
donation in the collection basket by Oct. 30.

Donation Envelope Information

e Please be sure to write the amount of your
donation on the envelope, or you will not be
properly credited for your donation.

e Be sure your name or envelope number
appears on the envelope.

e |f you are making a donation and do not have
church envelopes, you may use a plain
envelope, add your name and the amount of
the donation, to be credited in the annual
report.

e A check thrown in the collection basket
without an envelope will not necessarily be
credited to the donor. Use an envelope and
write your name and the amount of the
donation.

e Please do not use scotch tape to secure your
envelope.

Christmas Bazaar & Gift Auction

The annual Bazaar sponsored by our school
will be held on Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, 11:30 AM to
5:00 PM in the school auditorium. Come and
enjoy great food, games and wheels of chance.
There will be crafts for sale, vendors, and raffles.
The gift auction will have great prizes: iPad, iPod
Touch, Large LCD HDTV, 7 pc. Patio Set, American
Dolls, Boys and Girls Bike...and more! Come spend
an afternoon or a few hours, prepare to have fun!

Congratulations

Congratulations and Best Wishes are extended
to RUSLAN MARYAN GICH, son of Lubomyr and
Maria Gich, upon receiving the Holy Mysteries of
Christian Initiation: Baptism, Chrismation and Holy
Eucharist.

Zabava Committee Meeting- next Monday!

The Zabava Committee will meet Monday,
October 24 at 7:00 PM in the church hall. All
members are asked to attend to discuss the
upcoming New Year’s Eve Dance.




Cnaea Icycy Xpucmy! - Tlapadisiabauii BicHuk - 10/16/2011 - Crasa Hasixu!

_ % PLEASE TAKE NOTE\ -

€BaHrenisauiiHa Mporpama

( Generations of Faith )
Mporpama Biabyaetbcs y Hepinto 27 Jiucronaaa nicns
opHiei HeainbHoi Jlityprii o 10:00 rog 3paHky. Micng
NiTyprii yci napadisHu € 3anpoLueHi 0 3anun y LKoni,
fle 6yne 6ecKOWTOBHWUI 06ifl, KaTUXUTUYHA NeKuis -
SIKYy BWronocATb [ABOE HalwuMx napadisH Ha TeMmy «
[ToHsTTS Baayrocti:  Bipa, Hagis, /lio6os». Takox
6yneMo MaTM 4ac Ha AWCKYCIlO Ta Ha NWUTAHHA i
Bignosiai. byae Ayxe UiKaBO SK i MUHYNoro pasy.
MNpocnMo 3apeectpyBaTca i dopMa € y NpPUTBOPI
LiepKBM.

e Cratucruka Hawoi Mapadii

Mapoxisa Haniyye ABICTi BicCiMaecaTb ABi poanHW. 3a
2011 uepKOBHMI pik Yy Hac 6yno N'aTb XpeLleHb, OUH
w06 i WiCTb NOXOPOHIB,

e Mpopax BapeHukis

SKwo Bu xo4eTe 3aMOBUTU KapTOMSHI BapeHWKN Ha
20 >KoBTHs, 6yab nacka 3anuwiTbCAa Ha AWUCTI Npwu
Bxogi o Liepksu.

e PizpBsaHa 3abaBa

MepLue 3acigaHHa koMiTeTy BinbyaeTbcs
y MNoHepinok 24 XosTHa o0 7:00 - rog
BeYopa Y UepKoBHiin 3ani. [Mpouwy
npuinTK, WO6 noainuTUCa igesaMmn Ta
OyMKaMM §IK  FapHO MpoOBEecTu Lo
[OBrooYikyBaHy nogito.

Moaska Hawwum MapadisHam!

Mu  rimboko BasyHi Bam 3a weqpi

r10XEPTBN  [/1  HALIOrO  PesTiriviHoro

uuHy — Cecrep MicioHapok. — Hexavi

locriogs i boxa Martip 6rarocioButs |

BUHAropoguTs Bac ycix 33  Bauly

JKEPTBEHHICTb. My 6ygemo 3a Bac Mo/mTucs I BIpHO

npayrosar y llapoxii YcriinHs boropognyi. My wmpo

ASKYEMO BaM 3@ BIPHICTb | JIHOO/ISIHOI ITiATDUMKIY.
Cecrpa Hocagbara ra Cectpa Mapis

Cectpn Micionapkn Bboxxoi Marepi

Llykato po6oTty
XiHka 3 YkpaiHu, wykae poboTy 3 NpoXxunBaHHAM abo
6e3 npoXxxmBaHHAM MO AOrNsAy 3a CTapoo ocoboto
abo aiTbMn. TenedoHyiTe Ao uepksu 732-826-0767
"¢ 4 Work Needed
. P woman from Ukraine is seeking employ-
ment with or without living accommodations
to care for the elderly person or children. For
information call (732) 826-0767

Christmas Bazaar - Pi3gBsiHuii Baszap

Hawa napadisnbHa wkona 6ype npoBoanuTK
LopiyHWi PizgesiHuiA Basap y Hepinto, 13 nvctonaaa
2010 3 11:30 panky po 5:00 Beyopa. Tam byae
MOX/MBICTb BMrpaTu 4yaosi npusm iPad, iPod Touch,
Large LCD HDTV, 7 pc. Patio Set, American Dolls,
Boys and Girls Bike , Ta KynuTu nogapyHku Ha Pi3aBo
Ta (iHaHCOBO MiApUMaTK Hawy napadissibHy LIKOSY.
KyxHsi 6yae npautoBaTM 3i CMayHOlO Dew Aans
npoaaxy. Po3saru

e XenyiH CHigaHOK

bpatctBo [lpecesitoro IMeHi 6yae MaTuM  CHigaHOK
"Bce, wo B MoxeTe 3'ictM" ang ycix napadisH y
Hepinto, 30 xoBTHa 2011 3 8:00 fo 12:30 y LWKiNbHIN
kadgeTepii. MeHo BKJOYaE B cebe SeYH0, OMIETU Ha
3aMOBJIEHHS, MAMHUI, 6eKoH, koBbaca, onagku, sns
cydne, dpykt, cik, kaBa, 4al i 6arato iHWoro.
MoxeptByBaHHs $ 10 ans popocimx, $ 5 ans
nignitkis 12-17. [Aitm go 12 pokiB 6e3KOWTOBHO.
KBuTkM MOXxHa 6yae npuabaTv npu Bxodi 40 3anu.

e BuBuYeHHs AHrnilicbkoi MoBu
Kypcu  aHrniiicekoi  MoBM  ans  ycix
npoaoBxyTbcs B Heainto, 23 XoBTHS
MononyaHi y LEepKOBHIl 3ani.

6axkatoumx
o 1:00-roa

3anuTaHHa Ao o. IBaHa?

e Ortue IBaHe ckaXxiTb, 6yAb Nacka WO O3Ha4YalOTb CJ/i0OBa NiAg 4vac
nepeMmiHn CBaAtnx [AapiB Ha Jlityprii: "TBoe Big TBoix To6i
npMHOCMMO, 3a BCix i 3a Bce''? 3aBXxAn 3aAyMyloCs Hag UMMM
cnosamu, ane no6pe ix He po3ymito?

Xpuctoc Ha TanHin Beyepi, Konm BCTaHOBMB TanHy lpecBaToi E€BxapucTii

3a/MWKMB CBOIM arnocToflaM Ta iX MpecTtofioHacnigHMKaM Take AOpPYYEHHS:

"Lle 4MHiTb Ha Milh cnoMuMH". I KON CBSILLEHNK NMpPoKal3ye cnoBa: "TBoe (Lo

Tv Ham 3anuwwus) BiA TBOIX nocnigoBHWKiB, Tobi Bbory npuHocMMO (3a

TBOIM Aopy4YeHHsIM, Ha TBih CNOMWH), MPUHOCUMO 3a BCiX TUX, 3a KOro

npasutbcA J1iTypria i 3a BignyLWweHHs iM BCiX rpixiB iX.

e Yum TIpeko-Katonmubka UepkBa Bigpi3HfieTbca Big Pumo-
KaTonumubkoi uepksu?

PisHmui B LlepkBi Hemae, LlepkBa opHa, ane € pi3Hi obpsan. Pumo-

KaTonuubkKa Ma€ naTtuHCbKui 06psa, a [peko-katonuubka Mae o06psg

rpeubkuii, abo Moro we HasmeawTb CXiaHWNA.

e Yy MoxxHa BiAMOBUTUCDH Bi XpecHoro 6arbkiBCcTBa?

Bia xpecHoro 6aTbKiBCTBa, 3BMYaMHO, MOXHa BiAMOBUTUCH — i MPUYMNHOIO
BiAMOBM MOXe CTaTW SIKpa3 CMpPaBXHE YCBIAOMJIEHHS TAKOr0O CIYXIiHHSA i
HEeCNPOMOXHICTb MOro rigHO BUKOHyBaTu. Agxe 6yTn xpecHumun 6aTbkamu
- ue He obpsigoBa dopManbHICTb, a AyXe BianoBiganbHe i MNOBa)He
CNYXIiHHS.

o Yy moxxkHa noapyxokilo 6yt xpecHMMM 6arbKamMu BOoAgHOYacC B
OAHIET ANTHUHM | Yn go6pe, Ko ANa [iBYNMHN ab0 >KiHKH, sIKa
e He 6yna xpecHow MaMolo, WO6 nepLIol MNoXpecHUYero
6yna pgiBYnMHKa?

BigHOCHO Baworo nuTaHHA, MOXY LUIZIKOM BMNEBHEHO BIiAMNOBICTU, WO: -

NOAPYXXKSA MOXe ByTn XpecHUMU 6aTbKaMu ANa OAHIEN i TiEl X ANTUHMK, | Ue

HaBiTb Ayxe pobpe, nia ornagoM BUXOBaHHA AUTUHM-MNOXpPecHWKa. Hemae

XKOAHOI pi3HUUI, XTO camMe - xJloneub YW AiBYnHa - Oyae neplnm

MOXPECHUKOM (-Ler) ANns AiBUMHM 4Mm XiHkK. Llern 3aboboH cTocyBaBcs

pagle He3aMiKHIX AiB4aT 4M XJONUiB, a He OAPYXEHWX 4YOJIOBIKiB Ta

XIHOK, | MaB Ha MeTi «3acTeperTu» He3aMiXHiX Big Xutrta «6e3 napu»:

BBaXKanocs, WO SKWO MepwurM MOXPECHUMKOM byae AMTUHA MPOTUNEXHOI

cTaTi, To HeoapyXeHui KyM(-a) WBMAKO 3HanayTb cobi napy. lymato, came

XUTTS BXe AaBHO BUHECNO BUPOK TakoMy 3ab6060HOBI, KU HE Ma€ Hi4Yoro

cninbHoro 3 Bipoto Katonuubkoi Llepkeu.

e S 3arybmuB cBOrO LWIITIO6HY 06py4YKy i xouy npnabarn HoBy. Yn
norpebye HoBa o6pyyYKa sIKOrocb rneBHoOro obpsay (ocBsiYeHHs
Towjo)?

3BuMyaliHo, He obpyuka pobuTb WNO6 wWiboMm, oaHaK i NoCBAYYHOTh ii B

KOHTEKCTi yaineHHs uiei TariHu XpucTtoBoi LlepkBu Takox Hegapma. Tox

KOMM BXxe 3 BamMu Tpanunacs Taka HenpueMHa npuroga, To Kpaule, BCe X

TaKku, Micng NOKynku HoBOI 06pyyYKkKn, NpUHECTM ii A0 XpaMy Ta NOMNpPOCUTHU

cBsiLeHHocnyxuTtens, wobu, nomonuewnce Hag Bamu, 3 Bamm Ta 3a Bac,

6narocnoBuB i 0OCBAYEHOIO BOAOIO.

e Otue nopapbTe, WO MeHi pobutn? MaM'sTHUK Ha MOruni Moix
6aTbkiB Ha YkpaiHi nouaB pyiHyBaTuca (MUHyno 25 pokiB), Ta

M "ponomornu" BaHAanM - MNOBWJAMYBain HepXXaBilKy,
pectaBpyBatu MOro Maike HepeasibHO. flKWoO 3apa3 3po6buTtu
iHWKiA, TO WO po6bmuTKM 3 UMM, i 3 TUM, WO 3a/IMWINTLCA NpU
AEMOHTaXi? MamM'ATHUK oCcBAYEeHMM, 3 Hagnucamm i
noprperamMm, B3arasii pyka He nigHiMaeTbcA namartu, ane wWochb
po6uTn NnoTpibHO.

B TakuMx BuMnagkax MoCTynakwTb TaK: WO € MOX/IMBO, BUKOPUCTOBYIOTb 3i

ctaporo B 6yaiBHMUTBO HOBOro, abo 3anuwatoTb Ha Morwsi (oepeB'sHi

XPECTU - BOHW 3 YACOM MEPErHutoTb), @ 3 YUM HEMOX/MBO TaK MOCTYNUTH,

3aXOPOHSATb AEeCb HA TEPUTOPIT UBUHTapS, ane He BUKNAAKTb Ha CMITHUK

e Mig uyac Cnyx6m Bo>xoi MeHi 4yacTo nNpuxoasaTb A0 roJiIOBMU
HEeNnpMCTOWHI AYMKM, XOo4a A PO3yMilo, WO He XOouy LUbOro, ane
HIiYOro He MOXY BAifiTU, Lle CTAaETbCA SIKOCb NiAcBigoMO, ane B
KiHUEeBOMY pe3yJsibTaTi BOHO He AAa€ MEHi CNOoKOolo.

OyMKKn i € oTi cnokycu Ao rpixa, npo koTpi Icyc roBopms, Wwo BOHKU 6ynn,

€, i 6yAyTb. 3 HMMU MYCUTb NIOAMHA BECTU MOCTiINHY 60poTLOY, W06 BOHMU

He nepepocTanu y rpix, 60 cami AyMKM We He € 30BCiM rpixoMm, AKLWO iX

racuTu we npu ix nosasi. 3BMYaAMHO, BOHW Ni3yTb 4O rOMIOBU SKpa3 npwu

MONUTBI, @ ue TOMy, WO BOHM Big 3/10r0, Xxo4a iHKO/IN, Ha NepLuin nornsa,

BOHM MOXYTb 6yTn i ayxe 6naropogHumu, abo cnpaseanuemmn. Big uboro

OAVH NiK - MonuTBa. PO3yMilo, WO B TakOMy CTaHi BOHO [OCUTb BaXKo

[AETbCS MOMUTBA, ToAi 6epiTb MOSIMTOBHUK | YnTanTe MONUTBY, BepTanTechb

3HOBY i 3HOBY, MOKW BCS yBara He 3(OKYCYETbCS Ha MOMMTBI, i Tak Mano

no Masny BOHO Biginge.

e MiackaxiTb, 6yab Nnacka, Wo pobUTbLCA 3 YPHOIO NicnA Toro, K
npax po3ciemo Hag mopemM (3a no6axaHHAM NOMepnoi)?
BukuHbTE YpHY 3a NpaxoM y MOpe, BOHa, ragato, Bam Bxe He noTpibHa.




ONE LEAF

I was walking out my door last week, when a
strong gust of wind blew something into my face. Get-
ting over the shock | realized that it was single red leaf
that had gotten taken for a ride on that windy Septem-
ber day. | held this messenger of Fall in my hand and
looked at it closely. It looked like it had lived its life
well. It probably had first popped out on a cold April
morning giving the first hope of Spring to some Winter
weary soul who saw it. It must have given shelter to
singing birds and shade to tired children too. From the
holes in it | would guess that it gave more than one
meal to a hungry insect during the hot Summer months.
Now it was ending its life at its most beautiful with its
radiant red adding to the glorious painting from God
that covers the mountains during Autumn here. | knew
too that its work wasn’t done yet, be-
cause in death it would return to the
soil and help God to bring about new
life next Spring.

My little leaf reminded me too
of all the good | can do in my own
short life here. If one, red leaf can do
so much for this world then how much more can one
human life do? | am going to do my best then to live my
own life well. | am going to do all | can to give hope to
the weary, to comfort the tired, and to feed those with
hungry hearts. | am going to try and live so that my last
days are my most beautiful: full of the colors of love,
joy, and oneness with God.

Remember you may just be one leaf in this
world’s mighty forest, but without your love and your
life the forest is less. Remember too that tomorrow is
another chance to live, to learn, to laugh, and to love in
this world. Do your best then. Share your beauty. Help
others. Commit yourself to life before death as well as
to life after death. God didn’t put you and me here just
to hang on a tree. God put us here to live well and color
this world with the light of your soul. God put us here
to help make this world a better and more beautiful
place for those who will follow.

Are You Blessed?

e If you woke up this morning with more health than ill-
ness.......... you are more blessed than the million who will
not survive this week.

e If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the
loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the
pangs of starvation....... you are ahead of 500 million peo-
ple in the world.

e If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a
roof overhead and a place to sleep...you are richer than
75% of this world.

e If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare
change in a dish someplace....... you are among the top
8% of the world's wealthy.

e If your parents are still alive and still married........ you are
very rare, even in the United States.

e If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are
truly thankful.....you are blessed because the majority can,
but most do not.

e If you prayed yesterday and today........ you are in the mi-
nority because you believe God does hear and answer
prayers.

And YES, If you can read now, you are more blessed than

over two billion people in the world that cannot read at all

e The Last Impression

A nearsighted minister glanced at the note that Mrs.

Jones had sent to him by an usher. The note read:

"Bill Jones having gone to sea, his wife de-

sires the prayers of the congregation for his §J§//f§
I . S @00

safety." Failing to observe the punctuation, il/l/\;\(

he startled his audience by announcing:

"Bill Jones, having gone to see his wife, desires the

prayers of the congregation for his safety."

B85S

Fr. Juan's Corner

e Question: Father, I've attended Sunday Liturgy at your
church a number of times and | always feel awkward in
not knowing how much I'm supposed to “do as the Ro-
mans do™—to use a very poor figure of speech. | sus-
pect that I'm the only one watching my actions, but it is
wrong to not cross myself, or kiss the icons, since I'm
just exploring the faith now? There’s so much to learn
and | feel like an oaf just sitting or standing there, and
even more foolish when | try to mimic the actions of the
other worshipers. Thanks for your insight.

Answer: Many thanks for your enquiry. Your situation is a

rather common one, but one over which there is no need to

fret! The principle thing here is not doing what is “right” or

“wrong”, but, rather, doing what is comfortable at this point.

This, of course, helps if you are attending a community in

which people are focused on the Liturgy rather than on what

visitors are or are not doing.

When someone first comes to our church, many
things appear foreign and strange. As time goes by, that
which seemed exotic becomes commonplace, as one grows
used to observing what is being done and understanding
why it is being done. For each action, it might be best to ask
yourself, “Do | understand what | am doing, or am | just
mimicking those around me? Now that | know why this or
that is being done, does it serve as an external expression
of my faith?”

For example, one could make the sign of the Cross
every time those around are doing it. In such cases, the
objective is to display conformity with those surrounding
you, not to express our acceptance of Christ by “sealing”
yourself with the sign of His Holy Cross. When should you
begin making the sign of the Cross, for example? When you
feel that it is an expression of that which you accept and
believe. Then it is being done, not as a sign of conformity,
but as an expression of faith.

As you come more often, | would recommend that
you begin assimilating such practices into your experience
as your comfort level rises. If there is something you do not
understand, simply ask the priest—he will be more than
happy to explain things to you. Gradually embrace that
which is happening as your level of understanding and ac-
ceptance grows. And try not to let your focus on what others
are doing overshadow your focus on Christ and the Liturgy.
I think you will find that this is a “natural” way to grow into
the Christian Faith as well as a guarantee that the external
expressions of our faith serve the purposes for which they
are intended. Never try to “rush” things.

Often people ask, “How will | know that | am com-
fortable in the Easter Catholic Church?” | often reply, “When
the incense no longer makes you sneeze!” The point is this:
that which may seem exotic or unusual at one point in time
will eventually become commonplace weeks, months, or
even years later.

e Question: Father, | attended an Orthodox funeral of
my friend last week and i noticed that the deceased
person had a piece of paper on his forehead with letter-
ing on it. The deceased person also had some type of
prayer written on it. After the priest blessed and
anointed the body, he folded up the paper prayer and
put it in the deceased’s left hand. What do these two
customs mean during a funeral ceremony?

Answer: The paper band on the forehead signifies a crown

of glory or victory; just as a runner in the ancient Olympics

received a crown of victory for completing the race success-
fully, so too the departed are crowned in victory for complet-
ing his/her life. The lettering is usually the prayer, “Holy

God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.”

The prayer written on the piece of paper you ob-
served in the casket is known as the “Prayer of Absolution.”
The priest reads this prayer at the end of the funeral ser-
vice, during which he proclaims that the sins of the departed
are forgiven.

These two customs are not universal among all
Orthodox Christians, however. In some places, depending
on the origins of the parish, they are observed; in others
they are not. In the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Prayer
of Absolution is read at the end of funeral Liturgy from the

service book.



