VOL. LV - 50

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY ANCESTORS

DEC. 11, 2011

Epistle - Col 3:4-11; Gospel - Lk 14:16-24, Tone 1

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

New Year’s Zabava - 2011!

Sunday of the Holy Ancestors, December 11, 2011
9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM Lit. Special Intention St. Ann's Society
Monday, December 12, 2011
7:20 AM Lit. + Stephen and Anastasia Kordiak - Legate
Tuesday, December 13, 2011
7:20 AM Lit. + Joseph Stepash

r/by Anton and Marcella Massopust
Wednesday, December 14, 2011
7:20 AM Lit. + Marco Druyos r/by Helen and Jeff Ilek
Thursday, December 15, 2011
7:20 AM Lit. + Mary Baralecki - Legate
Friday, December 16, 2011
8:45 AM Lit. + Pauline Medwick

r/by Joan Bigos and Family
Saturday, December 17, 2011
8:00 AM Lit. + Joseph Kaczmar

r/by Wife and the three Gems
5:00 PM Lit. + Mary Stek r/by Ann Marie Stek
Sunday Before Christmas, December 18, 2011
Epistle - Heb 11:9-10 & 32-40; Gospel - Mt 1:1-25
9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM Lit. + Marco Druyos r/by M/M Peter Schroeck

Epistle Readers, 11:30 a.m. Liturgy:
Kenneth Bialkowski 12/11/11
Peter Baralecki 12/18/11

St. Ann's Society

Corporate communion will take place on today at
the 11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Officers for 2012-2013
will be installed. A Christmas Party will follow at the
Armory restaurant.

New Vestments to be Blessed

We thank an anonymous donor for sponsoring
the new Priest and Deacon vestments in honor of a
deceased family member and parishioner. The
vestments will be blessed today following the
11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy.

Generations of Faith
A follow-up meeting will be held on Tuesday,
December 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the church hall.

Choir Boyan Bake Sale will be held on Dec 17 and
18 after Liturgy. Cakes, cookies, bread and other
baked goods will be available for purchase. At
Coffee Hour items will be available “by the slice”
as well as whole baked items. The coffee will be
sponsored by the choir. Please support our choir!

2012 Contribution Envelopes and Calendars

Contribution envelopes and calendars for
2012 will be out and ready for pick up December
17-18 in the church hall. As always, please
remember to look for your name and not your
number as these change from year to year. Please
do not use them until the evening of December
31, 2011. The 2012 Calendars are a gift from Zylka
Funeral Home.

Prosphora
Our traditional Christmas Eve Supper

Prosphora Breads will be distributed in the church
hall after liturgies on the weekend of December
17 and 18. We thank Sr. Yosaphata and Sr. Maria
for baking the bread.

Mark your calendars!

On the evening of January 6, 2012 at 7:00 PM,
we will hold a Prosphora, Holy Supper, the
traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve supper.

Tickets are available for the 2011 New Year’s
Eve Dance to be held in the school auditorium on
Saturday, December 31, 2011. A fabulous buffet
dinner will be served at 8:00 PM and will be
available all evening. Music will be provided by
the band HALYCHANY. Champagne toast included.

Advanced Ticket Sales - $75.00 per person;
after December 25, $85.00. No tickets will be sold
at the door. For Tickets or information, call 732-
826-0767. Tickets will be sold at Coffee Hour on
Sundays, Dec. 11 and 18, at the rectory during
office hours, or from committee members.

Volunteers Needed!

The New Year’s Eve Dance is a Church
sponsored event. We are asking for volunteers
to help in the preparations for the dance.
“Many hands make light work,” means large tasks
become small when divided among several people.
Please consider volunteering your services for
several hours (Dec. 29, 30, 31), whether in the
kitchen, helping with decorations, or cleanup the
day after.  Sign up sheets are in the church hall.
Please come and help if you can! Both men and
women are needed!

Confessions for Christmas

Confessions are regularly heard before liturgy
on Saturday evening and Sunday. In preparation
for Christmas, confessions will be heard on
Saturday, December 17 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. A
visiting priest will be available from 3 to 4 PM.

Patriarch Sviatoslav Expresses Gratitude
For Sobor Collection

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Kyiv expressed his heartfelt
gratitude for the gift of $125,000 received from
the  Ukrainian  Catholic = Archeparchy  of
Philadelphia for the completion of the Cathedral
of the Holy Resurrection in Kyiv, Ukraine. A
collection for this purpose was taken in every
parish of the archeparchy during October, prior to
the Patriarch’s visit to Philadelphia. Gratitude is
offered to all the clergy and parishioners who so
generously assisted. God’s choicest blessings upon
all who generously participated.

St. Nicholas Visit

On Sunday December 4th, St. Nicholas made
his annual visit to the children of Assumption
Parish. The event was held at the School Hall,
which was filled 67 excited youngsters with their
families and friends. Prior to St. Nicholas arriving,
the children and the parishioners enjoyed a free
breakfast prepared by the Holy Name Society.

The youngest members of the parish
“Veselka” Dance Group dressed in colorful
costumes and greeted St. Nicholas with charming
dances. Before distributing his gifts, St. Nicholas
encouraged all the children to be good, to obey
their parents, to remember to say their prayers
and to come to church on Sundays.

Centennial Commemorative Books

Our Parish Centennial books are still available
for purchase and would make a nice gift for
someone on your list for the Christmas season.
The cost is $70.00. Please call to order at 732-826-
0767.




Nancy Bialkowski 12/25/11

Joan Zaleski 1/1/12




IMapagissibauii Bichuk - 12/11/2011

ITATPIAPX CBATOCJIAB

ITOOSIKYBAB 3A 3bIPKY HA COBOP
lMampiapx YkpaiHcbkoi Ipeko-Kamonuubkoi Liepkeu
Cesamocnas Lllesyyk sucriogus cepdeyHy nodsiKy 3a 0ap 8
cymi 125 muc. don. ompumaruli 8i0 YKpaiHcbKoI
Kamonuubskoi Apxuenapxii ®inadenbii Ha 3asepuieHHs
bydisHuumea Kamedpu BockpeciHHsi 'ocriodHbo20 6 Kuesi,
YkpaiHa. 36ipka Ha uyi nompebu 6yrna nposedeHa 8r1podoex
JKOBMHS MicsIUs 8 ycix napagpisix Apxuenapxir
6e3rnocepedHbo rneped sidsiouHamu Dinadenbii
lNampiapxom. [skyemo ecbomy dyxoeeHcmey ma
napadbisHam, ki mak wedpo sidayHynucs 3a nompeby. boe
3Hae weldpicmb ma 00bpy 8orito KoxHoI ocobu. Hexal
0006ipHi boxi 6riazocrioseHHs 3iidymb Ha 8CiX Wedpux
00bpoyUHUi8.

HoBopiyHa 3a6aBa
3 XKMBOK MY3MKOIO | GaraTum CBSITKOBUM CTOJTOM

y Hawin napadii. CYBOTA 31 T'PYQHA, 2011 o
8:00 roag. Beyvopa y WKkinbHiM ayauTopii. Mysuka
@7 - Typt TAITNYAHW" KButkn npuabaHi
o 3asganerigb - $75.00, Micna 25-ro rpygHa —
$85.00 . Keutok Bkntoyae: Beuyepsi-6ydet 3 8-0i
rogq. Ta BeCb Bedip, CMayHi gecepTtu
Ta WamMnaHcbke. 3aMOBUTU CTiN O3BOHITbL 732-
826-0767 abo KyniTb KBMTOK nigvac KaBu Yy
Hegino. Tlpun Bxoai KBUTKM NpogaBaTUCs He

OyayThb.

MNpoaax PizasaHoi Bunivku
17 rpygHs i 18 nicna Nityprii  Xop bosH 6yae matu npogax

BUMiYKM. TOpTW, Ne4YmnBo, xNib Ta iHWi cMa4vHi BUpobu byayTb y
npofdaxi B  UepkoBHOMY 3ani. Bwniyka Oyge Takox y
npodaxi "nowTy4yHo" npoTsarom kasu y Heainto 18 MpyaHs.

NapadianbHi KoHBeptn Ta Kanenpapi Ha 2012 pik

€ rotoBi i HactynHoi Hegini, npocumo 3abpatu ix nig
LEepkBOK Yy 3ani. XTO He Mae CBOiX KOHBEpTiB i € e He
3anucaHui oo napadii  To NpocuMo niginTu o o. IBaHa i BiH
BaM gacTb hopmy Ans 3anoBHeHHsA. Mwu  3anpollyemo ycix
HOBMX napadisH BNMCyBaTUCA B Hawy napadito i MM BAAYHI
bory, wo ckepyeaB Bac po Haworo xpamy. YBara-HOBI
KOHBEPTM yxunsawnTe Tineku nicnsa 31 Mpyaxs, 2011 poky.

Mpopax BapeHukKiB.
LLlo6 3pobutn 3amMOBRNEHHS BapEHUKIB, 3anuwitecs y opMi

LLIO € NPV BXOAi [0 LIEPKBY.

MNotpebyemo MNMomodi - HoBopiyHa 3abagBa.

Mpocumo  nogert aobpoi BoMi, KOTPUM € He AhELF!”
Banoyxuin 0o6pobyT Hawa napadii, gonomortmy % 4
NPUroTyBaHHi iy Ons HoBopiyHOi 3ab6asu. Mpu — pfs-)
Bxodi A0 UepkBM € dopma y KoTpit Tpeba
3anMcaTucs SKLWO BU MOXETe NPUIATA i JOMOMOITH
Ha gekinbka roguH y Yetsep 29 MpygHsa 0 6 rog == ‘-
Beyopa, y MNarHuuto 30 9 rog Bevopa, abo y CyGoty y 12 rog
OHS. byob nacka, npunaiTh i JONOMOXITb.

YkpaiHcbka PisaBaHa Cnyx6a Boxa
Y Awmepuui npoxumBae 6Garato YKpaiHCbKWUX
iMirpaHTiB KOTpi cBATKYlOTb PisgBa Xpuctose
=== 7 CiyHa. 3 Tiel npnymHu, uboro poky y Cyborty,
. 7-oro CiyHa o 10:00 rog  3paHky Oyde
Bignpaenatuca PisgesHa Cnyxba boxa (ykp.)
3a Ctapum Kanengapem

[MPOC®OPA - CaTtumn Beuip, 6 Ciuna 2012

Y Hawin napadii y MatHmyo 6 CiyHa mu Bygemo matm
pisgBaHy [lpocdopy - CsATy Beuepio y komi Hawoi
napadisneHoi cimi. Bedepsa Oyne OGeckolwTOBHOW, ane Bwu
MOBUWHHI 3apeecTpyBaTucs, LWo6 M1 MOrnM MaTn 4OCUTb MiCLb
ansa  BciX 6axkarunx. binbwe iHdopmauii y HacTynHux
GloneTeHsX.

Mpocdopa Xni6

HactynHoi Hegini nicna JliTyprii moxeTe fictaTn ocBAYEeHWUIA
xni6 (npoccopa) AnA CBATOI Beyepi, SKy 3a Tpaguuieto
po3namytoTb abo po3ainsTb Ha KiNbKICTb YNEHIB POANHW KON
cigatoTb Jo ceATkoBOro crony. Mpocdopy moxHa byae gictatu
B LlepkoBHOMY 3ani nicns Jlityprivi 17 i 18 pygHa. Mu gskyemo
cectpam Mocadati Ta Mapii 3a Te wo cneuyTb xni6.

PizaBaHui KoHuepT i BucraBa

Hepina, 15-oro Civns, 2012 . Y uto Heginto Byae Tinbku ogHa
Jlitypria o 10:00 rog . Micna Nityprii y wWkinbHiA 3ani,
BiobyneTtbca PisgsaHni KoHuepT i xop  « BosiH» BUCTYNUTD i3
TeaTpanbHoto Bepten-BuctaBow. Bxig BinbHURW, yCi

3anuragusa 1o o. IBana ?

e lljo make Pi3desiHuli llicm?

Llen nmicT we HasuBatoTb [Nununiscbkum abo lMNununiskoto, TomMy WO
HanepeponoHi — 27 nuctonaga — UepkBa Big3Hayae [eHb
npenogobHoro anoctona Mununa. MNMopiBHAHO 3 BenukogHim noctom,
uerl — MeHLU CyBOpWi i, MOXHa ckasaTu, 6inbw pagicHui. Llepksa
BYMTb, WO Mi4 Yac NocTy Yy npunucaHi gHi Tpeba yTpumyBaTtucs Big
Mm'ica, cupy, Ta mornoka. [lictT mae OyTu He nuwe TiNnecHun, a 1n
AyxoBHWMIA. CnpaBXHil NiCT NOB'A3aHWA 3 MOSMUTBOKD, MOKasHHAM, 3
yTpUMaHHAM  Bi4  NpuUCTpacTel, BUKOPIHEHHAM  3NuX  Chpas,
NpOoLEeHHsIM obpaa.

e [Ipo wo nompiéHo naMm’ssmamu i wyo0 po6umu, 2omyr4uck 0o
nepuwoi cnoeidi?

IcHye mMaca kHur, SKi gonomaralTb nigrotyBatucs [[o TaiHcTea
MokasiHHs. Hanpukna. Ane HanBakmMBilLa NIAroToBKa - YUTaHHSA
€BaHrenis. ToMmy Lo rpix - Le BiACTYN Bi4 €BaAHrenbCbKUX 3anosigen,
B SIKMX MOBHO i YiTKO BUpakeHa Bonsa boxa. AKwo nognHa He yitana
€BaHrerie, TO 3 Hel HeNpocTo Po3MOBMATKM Ha crnosigi. Kpim Toro,
XpaM - Uue He Te Micue, Ae NoTpibHO LWoCk 3ragyBaTu, B LIEPKBI noan
ryonsatbca  Bif  XBWIOBaHHSA, TOMY BaXNMBO MNPUATU  BXe
nigrotoBneHuMm. [Ona nepwoi crnosigi noTpibHO nocTtapartuca
npuragaTtu Bce CBO€E XUTTA. [1pnyomMy He OOBIpATM BNacHin nam’aTi, He
crnofiBaTucsa Ha Te, WO «Npuigy i BCe po3noBiM», a MPOCTO cigatu i
3anucyBatu Bce. TyT € ABi KpalHoLi. XTOCb Hi4oro ocobnuBoro B
CBOEMY XUTTi HE MOMiYae, BBaXae, L0 XMBE K BCi ab0 HaBiTb TPOXM
Kpawe. A gpyra KparHicTb, KOnu nioguHa 6a4ntb BCe CBOE XUTTA i i
NpPOCTO CTae COPOMHO. Arne Liboro He NOTPiIOHO 6oATUCA, TOMY WO Mae
OyTM COPOMHO rpiLUNTK, ane He KasaTUCH B LbOMy.

e IcHye make noHsmmsi, sk 2eHepasibHa cnoeidb. Lo ue
make?

Lle cnoBigb 3a Bce npoxuTe XUTTS. JlloanHa NpoXunBaE AKEChb XUTTS,

nepLl HK NPUXOAUTbL Ha CroBidb BMepLle; BOHA rOBOPUTb CroyaTtky

npo Te, Wo My4uTb ii gywly 6e3nocepefHb0 y MOMEHT MOKasHHSA. Ane

GaraTto O 3anuWaEeTbCa HEBWUCMOBMEHUM, 3abyTuM i, Sk Hacnigok,

He3UiNeHnM.

e Yu icHye nepiodu4yHicmb, 3 sikor0o mpeba crnoeidamucs, 4Yu
nokasiHHs1 HeobxiOHo 30ilicHroeamu, y3200)yro4u nuwe 3
nompe6oro Aywi?

3 opHoro GoKy, cnosigb, 3BMYaMHO, 3aBXAW Mae OyTu noTtpeboto

Oywi, a 3 iHWOo, Hala Aylwa 3HaxoAWUTbCsl B TakOMy 3anyLieHOMY

CTaHi, WO MW iHOAI HiK He MOXeMo 3HaTucA Ha ii noTpebax. Ane

B3arani cnosigatuca noTpibHO B cepedHbOMY He pigwe, HixX pa3 Ha

Micaub. BTiM, MoxxHa pobuTu ue | HabaraTo vacTiwe, Tak NocTynarTb

©arato Hawmnx NOCTINHUX MPUXOXKaH.

e Haeiwo nompi6bHi cknadHi uyepkoeHi 06psidu,

npocmiwe o6ilimucsi npocmoto eipoto 8 cepyi?
Y EaHrenii Nocnoab licyc Xpuctoc kaxe, Wwo Bipa B Hboro nosuHHa
BUABMATUCA BMeBHUX Aisx. Ti, WO MNOBipUNKU, MNOBUHHI XPecTUTUCA
(Hanp. Mk 16:16) i 3gincHioBaTn €BxapucTito (Hanp. Jlk 22:19). Ui gii
3piricHioloTbea LiepkBoto, ska HeMuHyye BMpobnsie NeBHUIN NOPAJOK ix
nposeneHHs, ob6psa. He cnip  uporo GosaAtucs - obpsaun
CYnpoBOAXYOTb OyaAb-AKi BaknuBi noAii B >XuTTi nogen. Y BCix
HapoAiB BECINMs, MOXOPOHW abo HapPOMKEHHS AUTUHM MOB’'A3aHi 3
TUMKM 4K iHWKMK obpsgamu. Obpsag - Le MoBa, SIKOK MU FOBOPUMO
OAVH 3 OOHMM MpPO HaWBaxnueiwe. He MOXHa BUCNOBUTK Te, LIO
MOXe cKasaTu MPOCTMI MOLiNyHOK abo PyKOCTUCKaHHSA. He AnMBHO, Lo
LlepkBa BaaeTbcs A0 uiei MOBM B cninkyBaHHi 3 Borom. Kpim Toro,
06psaa  oO’eKTMBYE [OyXOBHE XKUTTS. CyG’eKTVBHE  BHYTpILLHE
nepexvBaHHs OTPUMMYE B LIEPKOBHUX TaiHcTBax BigobpaxeHHA B
00’€KTMBHOMY, 30BHILLHBOMY 3Haky, $KuKW, AK BipuTb Llepkea, €
CBig4YeHHAM 3BepLueHoi aii boxoi

4yu He

e 5 u4ye npunyujeHHsi, wo e&ci epixu pieHi. Hanpuknad, 3a
Kpadixky, ebuecmeo, 2HieHy abo HenpucmolHy noeediHKy
4u 3a KypiHHS1 yu2apok o0Hakoea 6yde kapa. Lje npasda?

TyT ocb Aka cnpaBa. Konu roBopsATb Npo Te, Wo “yCi rpixu piBHIi”, TO

MaloTb HayBasi He Te, WO LS PiBHICTb 403BONAE

‘?‘H "?:!!!g’ OMyCTUTK PYKU Nepes YeproBoto CNoKycoto, 60 X i
Ty
- T

Tak Tam Ha Hebecax Ham rpix 3apaxyetbcs. Bce
TYT 30BCiM HaBnakun. XPUCTUSHCbKE CYMIiHHA
CBiguNTb, WO KOXEH Hall rpix ue katactpoda,
po3puB 3 borom, Akun € [xepenom Xutts i
BcAkoro pobpa. Omxe, Ceati OTui 3aBxau
noBYanu i 3aknukanm Hac 0o 60poTbOu He TinbKK
3 BENMKUM, T.3B. “CMepTHUMK”, ane N BBaxanu
Ans Hac HebesneyHMMn HaBiTb cami gyMku npo rpix. Came BOHM €
KOpPEHEM BCSIKOrO J0ACBLKOro nafdiHHA. JlloguHa W cnpaBgi Moxe
@i3nYHO HiKoro He ybuTu, ane yce XuUTTA B NogyMKax NPOKMUHATK i
yburBaTun CBOIX BIIMXKHIX




THANKS

Thanksgiving Day may be history, but giving thanks needs to be a 24
-7 lifestyle for all of us! No exceptions! We know that we are to give
thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). But, not only are
we to give thanks in the midst of all things, we are also called to give
thanks to God FOR all things (Ephesians 5:20). As we coming to the
end of this year, I would like to offer thanks to many of the parishion-
ers who have volunteered for various projects. The services that you
so willingly provide is greatly appreciated — whether it be the clean-
ing of the church, serving at the altar, making coffee, working at our
fund-raising projects, choir singing and any other service that is con-
nected to the Church duties, especially your contribution. Your vol-
unteer hours keep us in good running — keep up the good work with
God'’s Blessings. I Thank God For You - Fr. Ivan

Making This
Christmas Merry

Do you really want this to be a Merry
Christmas? Then join us at the Assump-
tion Church every Sunday, as we share
some key ingredients to truly "Making This Christmas Merry!" Invite your
friends, and come prepared to begin the Christmas season the best way pos-
sible. If you are a Catholic who has been away from the Church for awhile,
this invitation is for you! Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church misses you
and is incomplete without you. No matter how long you have been away or
for whatever reason, please give us — and yourself — another chance. We
would like to invite you to our church for Sunday Liturgies and for Christmas
Services. On Sunday, when you leave the church, feel free to take a parish
bulletin for more detailed information about our parish life . Thank You for
being with us and thank you for joining us for Liturgy. Your presence has
brought our community great joy. God bless you.

The Ten Happiest Jobs
as reported a General Social Survey by the National Organization for Research
at the University of Chicago.

1. Clergy: The least worldly are reported to be the happiest of all

2. Firefighters: Eighty percent of firefighters are “very satisfied”
with their jobs, which involve helping people.

3. Physical therapists: Social interaction and helping people ap-
parently make this job one of the happiest.

4. Authors: For most authors, the pay is ridiculously low or non-
existent, but the autonomy of writing down the contents of your own
mind apparently leads to happiness.

5. Special education teachers: If you don’t care about money, a
job as special education teacher might be a happy profession. The
annual salary averages just under $50,000.

6. Teachers: Teachers in general report being happy with their jobs,
despite the current issues with education funding and classroom
conditions. The profession continues to attract young idealists, al-
though fifty percent of new teachers are gone within five years.

7. Artists: Sculptors and painters report high job satisfaction, de-
spite the great difficulty in making a living from it.

8. Psychologists: Psychologists may or may not be able to solve
other people’s problems, but it seems that they have managed to
solve their own.

9. Financial services sales agents: Sixty-five percent of financial
services sales agents are reported to be happy with their jobs. That
could be because some of them are clearing more than $90,000 dol-
lars a year on average for a 40-hour work week in a comfortable of-
fice environment.

10. Operating engineers: Playing with giant toys like bulldozers,
front-end loaders, backhoes, scrapers, motor graders, shovels, der-
ricks, large pumps, and air compressors can be fun. With more jobs
for operating engineers than qualified applicants, operating engi-
neers report being happy

-

COWNBOY

Getting a proper perspective can help change our attitude. A
COWBOY out west was driving down a dirt road with his dog riding in
back of the pickup truck and his faithful horse in the trailer behind.
He failed to negotiate a curve and had a terrible accident.

Sometime later a state trooper came upon the scene. An ani-
mal lover, he saw the horse first. Realizing the terminal nature of its
injuries, he drew his service revolver and put the animal out of it’s
misery. He walked around the accident and found the dog, also hurt
critically. He couldn’t bear to hear it whine in pain, so he ended the
dog’s suffering as well.

Next he tried to locate the cowboy who had suffered multiple
fractures when he was thrown out of his pickup. As the officer broke
through the weeds he saw him. The cop asked, "Hey are you okay?"
The cowboy took one look at the smoking revolver in the trooper’s
hand and quickly replied, "Never felt better!"

Pastor's Corner /

e s one's Sunday Liturgy obligation fulfilled if the
Liturgy (Mass) is viewed via television? If not,
what about in times of in climate weather or other
circumstances when travel is not possible or ad-
visable?

ANSWER: An important part of our worship is its

communal aspect. In this way, we best exemplify

Paul's teaching of the faithful as the mystical "Body of

Christ" (1 Cor 12:12-31.) Lacking this diminishes our

worship of God (note how the effect is on us, not

God; our worship neither adds or subtracts from

God's glory, but is itself a gift from God for our bene-

fit.) Televising Liturgy has provided a wonderful way

for those who, for some reason beyond their control,
are unable to attend worship in person; however, it
should never be used as an excuse against person-
ally participating at Church services. Thus, it is an
acceptable alternative for those who are homebound
or hospitalized and truly cannot make it to their local
church but, when deciding to attempt attending Lit-
urgy during inclement weather, can never be used as
an excuse ("Oh well, we'll watch Liturgy on TV, that's

just as good") and should only be considered after a

thorough and honest approach (and, don't forget, how

we approach our decision is known by God as well as
ourselves.)

In cases where one could not attend Liturgy
due to inclement weather or other external circum-
stance, it would certainly be advisable to mention it as
confessional matter when next celebrating the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation

e | notice that Catholics kiss the rings of their bish-
ops. How come?”

ANSWER: Bishops wear rings as a symbol of their
covenant love and loyalty between them and the
Church and of his marriage to his see (diocese). Kiss-
ing the ring of a bishop is a sign of one’s belief that
the bishop is a successor of the Apostles and united
with the Pope. It is a gesture of acceptance of the
Apostolic Authority of the bishop and of willingness to
obey the bishop who takes the place of Christ in his
Diocese

e "Are Catholics allowed to be married outside (of
Church) in a garden marriage"?
ANSWER: Catholics are to be married in their parish
Catholic Church. "The local Ordinary (Bishop) can
allow a marriage to be celebrated in another suitable
place." (Canon Law, #1118, 1,2,3,). Permission is to
be requested of the Bishop through the Parish Priest.
Ordinarily, sacraments are to be celebrated in church.

o  Why is the Fifth Commandment sometimes differ-
ent? | just read a version of the Bible in which the
Fifth Commandment says “Thou shall not murder”
instead of “Thou shall not kill.” What'’s the differ-
ence?

ANSWER: Killing is the taking of any life. You can kill

a plant by not watering it. But you wouldn’t normally

say you “murdered” a plant. Killing is a general term;

murder is more specific. Murder, the Catechism of the

Catholic Church teaches, is “direct and intentional

killing [of human beings and is gravely sinful. The

murderer and those who cooperate voluntarily in mur-
der commit a sin that cries out to heaven for venge-
ance” (2268). Different versions of the Bible use dif-
ferent words, but it seems to me that killing is truer to
the original intent of the Ten Commandments. Killing
is a better word because it talks about more than that
you cannot take another life; instead, it says we are
called to respect human life in all of its forms. There-
fore, the section of the Catechism devoted to the Fifth

Commandment [2259-2330] teaches a wide under-

standing of the value of human life. That's why the

better translation is “Thou shall not kill” — it reminds
us there is much more to not killing than simply not
taking a human life; it's a call to respect all human




