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SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY

JAN. 1, 2012

Epistle -2 Tim 4:5-8; Gospel - Mk 1:1-8, Tone 4

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Holy Day of Obligation

Sunday Before Theophany, January 1, 2012

9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

11:30 AM Lit. + Wolodymyr Lewkowicz r/by Wife

Monday, January 2, 2012

No Liturgy Scheduled

Tuesday, January 3, 2012

7:20 AM Lit. + Phil, Anna, Helen, John, Nicholas, Steve,
Marie Romanko - Legate

Wednesday, January 4, 2012

7:20 AM Lit. + Helen and Rose Gurneak - Legate

Thursday, January 5, 2012 (Vigil of Theophany)

7:20 AM Lit. + Petro & Maria Palko r/by Lojko Family

7:00 PM Lit. + Steve Kosmyna r/by Ronald & Irene Bigos
Blessing of Water

Friday, January 6, 2012

Theophany of Our Lord

9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
Solemn Blessing of Water

Saturday, January 7, 2012 (Julian Calendar Christmas)

10:00 AM Lit. + Ivan Onyshko r/by Zenovia Onyshko

5:00 PM Lit. + Glenys Romanko (20" Anniv.)
r/by Children and Grandchildren

Sunday After Theophany, January 8, 2012

Epistle - Eph 4:7-13; Gospel - Mt 4:12-17

9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

11:30 AM Lit. + Russell Hunchar r/by Wife

Epistle Readers, 11:30 a.m. Liturgy:
Joan Zaleski 1/1/12
Kenneth Bialkowski 1/8/12

Holy Name Society
A meeting will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 3,
2012 at 8:00 PM in the church hall.

Holy Supper, January 6, 2012

On the evening of January 6, 2012 at 7:00 PM,
we will hold a Prosphora, Holy Supper, the
traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve supper.

On January 6 we celebrate the Feast of the
Theophany of our Lord according to our calendar.
January 6 is also Christmas Eve on the Julian
calendar. It is a wonderful opportunity to share
Holy Supper with our parish family. Many of our
parishioners who have emigrated from Ukraine
celebrate Holy Supper on this day, the same day
as their families in Ukraine.

There is no charge, but you must sign up so
that we can set enough places for all. We are also
asking those attending to bring a dish (enough to
feed their family plus a little extra) or other item.
The food will be shared. The menu should conform
to traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve type foods,
whatever your family usually prepares. If you do
not cook or bake, you can help with other items.
The sign-up sheet is available in the church
vestibule.

Christmas Concert

Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church and our
parish choir “Boyan” invite everyone to the
presentation of the play “Nativity Christmas” on
Sunday, January 15, 2012 at 12:00 noon after a
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy. The concert will be
held in the school auditorium. Admission is free.
All English and Ukrainian speaking parishioners and
their friends are invited!

Senior Citizens Club
No meetings will be held in January or
February.

On Friday, Jan. 6, we celebrate the Feast of
the Theophany of Our Lord. Solemn Blessing of
water will take place following the 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy. Holy water will also be available
after the Thursday 7:00 p.m. Liturgy.

Blessing of Homes

With your new donation envelopes for 2012,
there is a pink card, “Epiphany Blessing of
Homes”. Please fill out this card, and put it into
the collection basket if you would like to have
your house blessed by Fr. Ivan this year. All
requests must be returned by January 6.

Valentine Dance

A Valentine Day Zabava, sponsored
by our parish, will be held on Saturday, JF#as8
Feb. 11, 2012. Music will be by
OBEREHY Band. Mark your calendar!

Church Renovation Fund

$260.00 - Helene Halata, in memory of husband,
+ STEPHEN HALATA

$50.00 - Sensakovic Family, in memory of
+ JOHN SLATER

Sincere Sympathies

Our most sincere sympathies are extended to
the family and friends of + JOHN SLATER
who was recently called to his eternal reward.

Contribution Envelopes for 2012

Envelopes for 2012 are arranged in
alphabetical order in the church hall. If you do
not have envelopes and wish to have them, please
speak to Fr. lvan, or call the rectory at 732-826-
0767 during the week. Check your new envelopes
for accuracy; any corrections should be addressed
to the secretary. Please be sure to check off or
clearly write the amount of your donation on the
envelope, so that we can maintain accurate
records of your donations.

Just Beautiful

We have received many compliments on our
outside and inside Christmas decorations. We
thank Michael Zylka, Zylka Funeral Home, for
sponsoring the decorations. We sincerely thank
the men from the Holy name Society and all who
helped do the decorating work and preparation in
and around our church, hall, and rectory.

Cathedral Christmas Concerto

The annual Festival of Christmas Carols will be
held on Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 3 p.m. at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia. This year, 14 choirs from different
parishes and organizations will participate. Everyone is
welcome for a free concert.

PRE-CANA Program

All couples from our parish, who plan to get
married this coming year, please call or see Fr.
Ivan for registering for the PRE-CANA Program.
Please note that Pre-Cana courses are offered
only once a year and this year it will be at St.
John’s Parish in Newark, NJ on the weekend of
March 10th and 11th. Pre-Cana is a prerequisite
for anyone who wants to have their wedding at
Assumption parish.




IMapagissibanii BicHuk - Hexinst no Pisnsi, 12/31/2011

Ol OJIOLEHHSA, nogii, HOBUHHN

YkpaiHcbka PizaBsiHa Cnyx6a Boxa
Y Amepuui npoxueae 6arato ykpaiHCbKMX eMirpaHTiB KOTpi CBATKYOTb PisgBo XpucTtose

3a torniaHcbkuM kaneHaapem. 3 Tiel npuyanHu y Cy6oTy 7-oro Ciunst 2012 poky o 10:00 rog
3paHKy Yy Halin uepksi 6yae Bignpaenstucs PisgsaHa Cnyx6a Boxa (ykp.) 3a Ctapum
Kanengapem.licnsa Cnyx6un Boxoi, Binbyaetbcs MnpoBaHHs. CBAWEHNK
npusiTae "XPUCTOC PAXAAETBbCA!" - npowy Bianosictu "C/TABITE
noro".

KoHBepTHn
LlepkoBHi koHBepTM Ha pik 2012 3HaxoOATbCA Ha OONWMHI Mig LepkBok. MNMpocumo BCix

3abpaTtu cBOi kOHBEPTU. KOHBEPTU BMCTaBMEHi N0O-a30yLi.

OAKYEMO

LUmpo osikyemo ycim >kepTBofaBusM 3a Bawi pi3gBsiHi noxepTBu Ta MONMMOCH, LWO6
Ho6puii Mocnogb Haropoame Bauy xepTBeHHicTb cTopuueto. LIbOTO POKY Y HALLOMY
XPAMI, YKPAIHCbKA PI3OBAHA NITYPIA BYNA HAMYECENBHIWOK. MU 13
PALICTHO YHEKAKOMO BAC Y HALLOMY XPAMI LWOHEAQINI.

KoHuepT T1a PizgBsiHa BucrtaBa

Hawa uepksa Ta Ta Xop « BosH» 3anpolyoTb ycix napadisH Ta rocten Ha npem'epy
PisgesiHoro KoHuepTty Ta Bepteny y Heginto, 15-oro Ciynsa, 2012 o 12:00 roa, nicns
Tinbku ogHiei Cnyx6u Boxoi o 10:00 rog 3paHky. Bxig BinbHuii - Yci 3anpolueni!

®dectuBanb Konspok y Kateapi

- Bigbynetbcsa B Heginto, 8 -ro ciyHa 2011 poky B KaTegpi HenopouyHoro 3ayatTts B
®inapgenbdii, o 3-# roguHi nononygHi. bByayte Buctynatn 14 xopiB opradisauir Ta 3
pi3Hmx napadiv. Haw xop «BosH» nig npoBogom kepiBHWMKa naHi Annu KopocTinb, Takox
Oyne Buctynatu Ha koHuepTi. KoHuepT € 6eCKOLITOBHMWI i BCi € 3anpoLUeHi.

MoppaHckbke BnarocnosexHs Jomis

Axkwo Bu oTpMmanu HOBi KOHBEPTW Ha HACTYNHWWA piK, TO TaM € KapTka POXEBOro
koneopy “Epiphany Blessing of Homes” — ans BnarocnoseHHsi [lomis. MpoLuy BUNOBHUTH
L0 KapTKy i KUHYTK Y KOLUMK KONMW 30MpatoTb rpoLli Ha uepksy sikwo Bu Gaxaete wob
o.leaH noceATMB Baw AiM nicns MopaaHcekux CBAT. SKWIO BU He € 3apeecTpoBaHMMK
napagisHamn ane 6axaere OCBATMTK Ball AiM, TO Migingite Ao o. Isana nicna Cnyx6u
Boxoi abo 3atenedoHyiTe oo Hboro 732-826-0767

Mpocdopa

Ceatun Beuip y Hawin napadii Binbynetbca 6 ciyHsg 2012 o 7:00 rog Bedvopa. CesTa
Beueps y koni Hawoi napadisneHoi ciMi Ta rocteit 6yae 6ecKOLITOBHO, ane By NOBUHHI
3anucaTucs Wwob Mu Mornm maTtu JoCcUTb Micub Ans Beix 6axatoumx. Mu Takox npocumo
TUX XTO NpWiALEe NMPUHECTU $KYCb OAHY MiCHY CTpaBy, LIO € YaCTUMHOK ABaHaOLUATbLOX
TpaauUiiHUX YKPAiHCbKUX CTpaB. FAKWO BMW He rOTyeTe, BU MOXETE MPUHECTU LOChb A0
cTony, cogy, ne4mso, cepseTkun i T. 4. 3anuwitbea CbOrOOHI y cdopmi Ha cTonuky
npv Bxodi A0 LepKu.

N

/

XpeweHHsi FTocnodHe (Bo2osigrieHHs)

Lle € TpeTe i 3aBepluanbHe BenuKe CBATO Pi3ABAHO-HOBOPIYHOTO LMKIY
ske Byae cBATKyBaTMCA Y HawoMy xpami 6 CiyHs. 3 HUM NOB'A3YI0Tb XPELLEHHS Ha

lsove

MopgaHi Xpucta. Konun lcyc Xpuctoc gocar 30-piyHOro BiKy,
BiH NPUIHSAB XpeLLeHHs B piulli MopaaH. Buiiuos Ha 6eper, a 3
> Hebec nouyscs ronoc bora-batbka, sikuin HasBaB Icyca cBoiM
> CuHoMm. | Ha Hboro 3sinwos Ceatun [lyx B 06pasi ronyba. 3sigcu
Wwe opHa Hasea — borosBneHHs. [MpaBocnaBHi Ta rpeko-
KaTONMuKN BBaXaloTb, WO CaMe Le CBATO 3acBigyye TalHCTBO
CeaToi Tpinui. AoXe B Len AeHb, 328 XPUCTUAHCBKUM BYEHHAM,
3'aBuBcst bor y Tpbox inoctacsix: bor OTteub — B ronoci, CuH
Boxmn — y nnoti, Oyx Ceatmin — y Burnagi ronyba.
BeaxaeTtbcs, wo Ha Bogoxpelya, 3 oniBHOYI 4O OniBHOMI, BoAA
HabyBae UinoLWwmnx BNacTMBOCTEN i 30epirae ix NpoTAroM poky,
NiKyroun TiNecHi 1 AyXOBHi XBOpobu.

BipyBaHHs: B ueli geHb y BCix MicTax i cenax, ge € LUepKBu, CBATATb
Body. BinoasHa B Hapoai noceBAveHy Ha Bogoxpelle Boaoy BBaxaloTb CBOEPIAHUM
cnaciHHsam Big 6aratbox Heayr. i 4alOTb MUTU TSXKKOXBOPUM, HEI OCBAYYIOThb
Xpamu, [OOMIBKM | TBapuH. 3anuwaeTbCa 3aragkold  Tol  dakT, LWo
BOAOXpELLEeHCbka BoAa He MCyeTbCs, He Mae 3anaxy i Moxe 36epiratucs
NPOTSAroOM POKY.

Tpaaumuii: [Jo Bopgoxpelia XiHKM Hamaranucsi He nonockatn y BOAj
0inu3HNn, 60 «Tam 4YOpTWM CUMAATb | MOXYTb BYenuTUCs». HaTtomicTb aiyarta vy
NnocBsidEHY BOAY KNanu KanuvHy 4M kopani i BmuBanucs, abu wokm 6ynu
pym'aHumu. 3aranom go Bogoxpely npoTarom BCiX CBSAT XIHKW HE XOQunu no soay,
ue mManu pobuTu nuiie YornoBiKu.

HanepepogHi Bopoxpelli ceATkyeTbest «lonogHa kyTsi», abo apyrui
CeaATun Beuip. YBecb LeW OeHb Bipyldi MOAM HIYOro He igfaTb — MOCTYHOTh.
CipatoTb BeuvepaTH, KoM BXe 3acde BedipHa 30pd. Ha Bedepto mopatoTb MiCHI
CTpaBu — CMaxeHy puby, BapeHUKN 3 KanyCcToo, rpeyvaHi MIvHLi Ha onii, KyTio Ta
y3Bap. [licns Beyepi BCi knagyTb CBOI NIOXKM B OOHY MUCKY, @ 3BEPXY — XNiOuHYy,
«wo06 xni6 poamecs». Ha gpyruit oeHb 3paHKy XoOATb A0 LIePKBU CBATUTU BOAY.
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Cathedral (SOBOR) of the Holy
Resurrection in Kyiv, Ukraine
Cnucok Kepmeooasyis i3 nawoi

napaghii na bydisnuymeo

Kameopanvnoco Cobopy y Kuesi.

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kyiv
expressed his heartfelt gratitude for the
gift of $125,000 received from the
Ukrainian  Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia for the completion of the
Cathedral of the Holy Resurrection in Kyiv,
Ukraine. Our parish colleted $6,485.00
for the Kiev Sobor.

e Thanks to the following generous

parishioners from our parish:

Alvares, Maria 50.00

Anonymous 20.00

Anonymous 25.00

Anonymous 20.00

Anonymous 100.00

Anonymous 50.00

Baginsky, Colette & John 10.00
Bigos, Ronald & Irene 100.00
Biloholow ski,Charles & Glenys 20.00
Czaban, Rozalia 100.00

Cheloc, Robert & Helen 500.00
Czaban, Rozalia 100.00

Deyneka, Nadia & Lyubomyr 200.00
Dochych, Emil & Irene 200.00
Duda, Helen 20.00

Fedynyshyn John 50.00
Fedynyshyn, Melanie 100.00

Fow ler, Louise 5.00

Halyna 20.00

Holy Name Society 250.00
Hunchar, Olga 50.00

Kachala, Dr. Andrei 1,000.00
Kara, Joanne 100.00

Keller, Richard C. 5.00

Kichula, Petro & Maria 100.00
Kithoula, Vasyl & Hanna 100.00
Kuzyszyn, Maria c/o Biloshtchuk, Luba
200.00

Lawrence, Michael & Melanie 100.00
Lyszyk, Nicholas 10.00

Makar, Deacon Paul & Anna 100.00
Marichak, Oleksandra 100.00
Mascenik, Ronald & Ana 100.00
Molnar, Thomas & Linda 50.00
Moryan, Ernest 50.00

Mykhailo 10.00

Patulak, John M. 100.00

Procanik, N J 50.00

Redus Tarchis, Cindy 100.00

St. Ann's Society 500.00

Stek, Ann Marie 100.00

Stek, Charles & Frances 100.00
Stek, Theresa & Charles 50.00
Sytar family 100.00

Taras 50.00

Terefenko, Carolyn R. 20.00

The Assumption Seniors 100.00
Tulys, Helena 1,000.00

Turyk, Rev. lvan 100.00

Walker, Mr. & Mrs. Glenn 50.00
Yurechko, Joseph & Nastia 100.00
Zaleski, Joan 50.00

Total Donation from
Assumption B.V.M. Church
In Perth Amboy, NJ -$ 6,485.00
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Ten Things You Never
Knew About Christmas

US scientists calculated that Santa would have to
visit 822 homes a second to deliver all the world's
presents on Christmas Eve, traveling at 650 miles
a second.

THE tradition of putting tangerines in stockings
comes from 12th-century French nuns who left
socks full of fruit, nuts and tangerines at the
houses of the poor.

DESPITE the tale of three wise men paying homage
to baby Jesus, the Bible never gives a number.
Matthew's Gospel refers to merely "wise men".
CAROLS weren't sung in churches until they were
introduced by St Francis of Assisi in the 13th cen-
tury.

MANY parts of the Christmas tree can actually be
eaten, with the needles being a good source of Vi-
tamin C.

THE holly in a wreath symbolizes Christ's crown of
thorns while the red berries are drops of his blood.
JINGLE Bells was the first song broadcast from
space when Gemini 6 astronauts Tom Stafford and
Wally Schirra sang it on December 16, 1965.

IN Greece, Italy, Spain and Germany, workers get
a Christmas bonus of one month's salary by law.
4M tons of trash is generated annually from the gift
wrap and shopping bags.

SILENT NIGHT was originally written for a choir
after the church organ broke down.

Pastor's Corner_ / —

e How long should Liturgy be? - Is there a rule about how
long Liturgy is supposed to last? My daughter gets up and
leaves after an hour whether the priest is still talking or not.
| say she should stay put until Liturgy is officially over.
Who is right?

Mother is always right. At least that's what my mother told me.

There’s no rule about how long Liturgy should last, and it’s not ap-

propriate to arrive late or leave before the final blessing . People do

have to leave early if they get sick, and doctors, police officers, and
fire fighters are sometimes called away. But in general, your week-
end activities should be scheduled around Liturgy and people
should be happy to spend at least one hour of time with their Savior
and Lord.

e How do I defend my Church? The crisis in the Church has
thrown me for a loop. So many priests did such horrible
things. My non-Catholic friends mock me mercilessly?

It would be easy to find statistics that show abuses take place in all
denominations and professions in the United States, but | think that
would be off the point. The truth is that the Catholic Church is an
easy target—some of our traditions and customs make it easy to
poke fun at the Church. | would guess that priest and nun jokes far
outnumber minister and pastor jokes. At times, the seeming se-
crecy of the Church has done us a disservice. The crisis has been a
terrible moment in the Catholic Church, but | believe the Church has
grown from it. | wouldn’t go so far as to say the abuse has led to
new life, but the Church now is much more transparent. We've
learned that trust is something we need to earn and can’t take for
granted. So the criticism from the outside can serve the higher pur-
pose of enabling us to reflect on who we are as Church and how we
can make our Church better—not just the Church of the hierarchy,
but the Church of all of us. Avoid trying to refute the criticism by
pointing out problems in other religions. Simply ignore it and realize
that only those without sin can cast the first stone.

Strength of a Man

The strength of a man isn't seen in the width
of his shoulders.

It is seen in the width of his arms that encir-
cle you.

The strength of a man isn't in the deep tone
of his voice.

It is in the gentle words he whispers.

The strength of a man isn't how many buddies
he has.

It is how good a buddy he is with his kids.
The strength of a man isn't in how respected
he is at work.

It is in how respected he is at home.

The strength of a man isn't in how hard he
hits.

It is in how tender he touches.

The strength of a man isn't in the hair on his
chest.

It is in his Heart that lies within his chest.
The strength of a man isn't how many women
he's Loved.

It is in can he be frue to one woman.

The strength of a man isn't in the weight he
can lift.

It is in the burdens he can understand and
overcome.

Who Will Replace Him

If a Priest preaches over 10 minutes, he’s long-winded.
If his sermon is short, he didn’t prepare it.

If the parish funds are high, he’s a businessman.
If he mentions money, he’s money-mad.

If he visits his parishioners, he’s nosy.

If he doesn’t he’s being snobbish.

If he has fairs and bazaars, he’s bleeding the
people.

If he doesn’t there isn’t any life in the parish.

If he takes time in a confession to help and advise sinners, he
takes too long.

If he doesn’t, he doesn’t care.

If he celebrates Liturgy in a quiet voice, he’s boring.

If he puts feeling into it he’s an actor.

If he starts Liturgy on time, his watch is fast.

If he starts late, he’s holding up people.

If he tries to lead the people in Liturgy, he’s showing off.

If he doesn’t, he doesn’t care what the Liturgy is like.

If he decorates the church, he’s wasting money.

If he doesn’t, he’s not experienced.

If he is young, he is not experienced.

If he’s old, he ought to retire.

But...if he dies...there may be NO ONE to replace him.

priests

Vocation

Jesus’ identity is revealed as “The Son of God”
through His baptism in the Jordan. Our identity
as “children of God” is revealed through our
baptism. Our lives then, must constantly wit-
= ness Jesus as Lord. If you think God is calling
- : you to a Church vocation, talk Fr. Ivan or call
215-627-014 to Fr. Paul J. Makar, Director of
Vocations in Philadelphia Archdiocese.

Thevy Lerr Evererhing
Anp Fouowen HIM.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY |THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Hemins ITloHenisok |BiBTOpPOK Cepeza UYeTBEDP [IaTHUL S Cybora
1 2 3 4 5 6 Theophany 7
Assumption ACS of Our Lord
Catholic School ~ [12:30 PM dismissal ACS 12:30 PM
Classes resume. dismissal
Holy Name Society Prosphora
mtg. 8PM church hall. | BINGO 7 pm, church hall.
I No Bingo
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Zabava . .
Committee F}rst Friday
meeting 7 PM, St. Ann's Society Sick calls
church hall. Rosary 7 PM in
church, meeting 7:30
PM in church hall.
n churc a BINGO BINGO
15 One Divine 16 17 18 19 20 21
Liturgy, 10 AM |Martin Luther
Choir Boyan will |King Day Pyrohy Sale
give a Christmas (Potato) Pick up 5
Concert and Play |ACS No school PM
after the Divine BINGO BINGO
Liturgy
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Pyrohy Sale
(Sauerkraut) Pick up
5 PM
Family and School
Association meeting
7 PM, school hall.
BINGO BINGO
29 30 Three Holy |31 Bingo:
Catholic Schools Hierarchs |ACS Registration for | Wednesday and Friday. Doors open 6:00 p.m., Games begin 7:30 p.m.
Week Begi 2112-2013 school
eek Begins year begin S.SC 00 Choir Boyan: Rehearsal every Sunday after Coffee Hour.
Catechism Classes:
Every Sunday 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the school as scheduled.

Fr. Ivan's Corner

e What is the Epiphany of our Lord?

The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord is celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast commemorates the
Baptism of Christ and the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the Holy
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were made manifest. Thus, the name of the Feast is Epiphany, meaning
manifestation, or Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.

e Why Christmas had been celebrated on many different dates?

The disparity in dates lies in the different calendars followed by each faith. The Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine
celebrates Christmas according to the old Julian calendar. By that calendar, set by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C., Christmas is
January 7. Most of the world follows the Gregorian calendar set by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, which sets December 25 as
Christmas. The Julian calendar is the old Roman calendar, with leap years every 4 years. In the 16th century, it was noted
the spring equinox was coming later and later in the year, so the Gregorian calendar was introduced. But whether
Christmas is celebrated on December 25th or on January 7th the message is the same: "Peace on Earth! Good will towards
men!"

e Why does the priest bless our homes after the Feast Epiphany?

The sanctification of the home takes place with prayer and the sprinkling of holy water, so that all creation might receive the
sanctification that the River Jordan received at the time of the Baptism of Our Lord by St. John the Baptist. The priest, at
this annual visit, asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and to fill if with every blessing. Since our
homes cannot be brought to the Church, the Church, through the priest, goes to the homes of every parishioner. There
the sprinkling of newly sanctified water finishes the service of blessing that began in the Parish Church.

As our souls, so also our homes become tainted by the sins of those living in them and, consequently, lose God's protective
power. Every year, then, at the Feast of the Epiphany, they should be blessed again to secure for them God's blessings and
protection. Just as the faithful cleanse their soul of sin at least ONCE A YEAR, and the church is blessed with the newly
blessed water every year, so should the homes of the faithful be yearly blessed to invoke God's blessings and protection on it
and its inhabitants. As we renew the insurance on our home every year, so we should renew our insurance of God's
protection and his blessing which is of greater importance and more effective. As we welcome our priest during the holy
season of Epiphany to bless our home, let us be mindful that he is bringing to us the "blessing of Jordan," and that unless
God protect and bless our home, we "labor in vain." (Ps. 127:1)

e How long should Liturgy be? - Is there a rule about how long Liturgy is supposed to last? My daughter
gets up and leaves after an hour whether the priest is still talking or not. I say she should stay put until
Liturgy is officially over. Who is right?

Mother is always right. At least that’s what my mother told me. There’s no rule about how long Liturgy should last, and it’s
not appropriate to arrive late or leave before the final blessing . People do have to leave early if they get sick, and doctors,
police officers, and fire fighters are sometimes called away. But in general, your weekend activities should be scheduled
around Liturgy and people should be happy to spend at least one hour of time with their Savior and Lord




