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SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

FEB. 5, 2012

Epistle - 1 Cor 6:12-20; Gospel - Lk 15:11-32, Tone 1

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Vatican Replica Shroud of Turin Exhibit

Sunday of the Prodigal Son, February 5, 2012

9:00 AM Lit. + Teodor Worobel (2™ Anniv.) r/by Family
11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
Monday, February 6, 2012

7:20 AM Lit. + Joseph Stepash r/by Mary Stepash
Tuesday, February 7, 2012

7:20 AM Lit. + Roman Yaworski r/by Deyneka Family
Wednesday, February 8, 2012

7:20 AM Lit. + Pauline Medwick r/by Mary Ann Panick
Thursday, February 9, 2012

7:20 AM Lit. + Mary & Charles Kopi - Legate

Friday, February 10, 2012

8:45 AM Lit. + Mary and Anton Fedeyko r/by Walter
Saturday, February 11, 2012

8:00 AM Lit. + Raisa r/by Maria

5:00 PM Lit. + Irene Ambrozewycz r/by Mary Ann Makar
Sunday of Meat Fare, February 12, 2012

Epistle - 1 Cor 8:8-9-2; Gospel - Mt 25:31-46

9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM Lit. + Steven Kosmyna r/by Adamshick Family

Epistle Readers, 11:30 a.m. Liturgy:

Kenneth Bialkowski 2/5/12

Peter Baralecki 2/12/12
Nancy Bialkowski 2/19/12
Joan Zaleski 2/26/12

Assumption Catholic School Open House

Our Parish School will host an Open House on
Sunday, February 5 and 26, 2012 from noon to 4
pm. Please contact 732 826-8721 or
acsschooloffice@gmail.com for more information
about the school or registration. Visit our website
at: www.assumptioncatholicschool.net

Holy Name Society will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 7,
2012 at 8:00 PM in the church hall.

Annual Valentine's Day Dance - February 11

Our parish will host a Valentine’s Day dance
on Saturday, February 11, 2012 in the School
Auditorium. A delicious Buffet Dinner will be
served at 8:00 p.m. and will be available all
evening. Music will be provided by Oberehy.
Tickets are $50.00 if purchased by Feb. 5th - after
Feb. 5th $55.00. For tickets and information
contact the church at 732-826-0767. Tickets can
be purchased at Coffee Hour and at the rectory
during business hours.

Special guest singers:

Sergei Pobedinsky and New York based
Ukrainian opera singer Lyudmila Fesenko.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

The Valentine Dance is a parish sponsored
event. Please try to give some time to help with
this event. Help is needed on Thursday evening
starting at 6 PM for food preparation, Friday
evening after Bingo (9:30 PM) for food preparation
and decorations, Saturday starting at 12 PM for
food preparation, and Sunday morning at 10:30 AM
(after first liturgy) for clean-up. Coffee will be
available in the school on Sunday after clean-
up. No Coffee Hour next Sunday, Feb. 12.

Cemetery News

There will be a Cemetery Cleanup after
Sunday Feb 5. Christmas decorations and any
other items not in good condition will be removed.
Any decorations you wish to keep should be
removed before Feb 8.

During the first two weeks of Great Lent,
Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church will host an
exhibition of an authentic replica of The Shroud of
Turin. This is the 9th replica of the Turin Shroud
sanctioned by the Vatican. Archbishop Stefan Soroka
has given us the opportunity to exhibit this relic in
our parish beginning Saturday, February 18, 2012
through Saturday, March 3, 2012.

The Church & Exhibit will be open on Tuesdays:
10:00 a.m. - 7:30 pm, Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 7:30 pm,
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. There will be two Presentations on the
Shroud of Turin, on Monday, February 20th at 7:00
pm in Ukrainian by Fr. Ivan Turyk and on Thursday,
February 23rd at 7:00 pm in English by Rev.
Archpriest Daniel Troyan. For more information on
the Shroud Exhibit, please call 732-826-0767 or visit
www.philashroud.org.

The Exhibit of the Shroud of Turin will begin
with a Divine Liturgy at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday,
February 18, 2012. Spread the word and invite all
your relatives and friends to attend the exhibit and
our church. The exhibit is an ideal preparation for
Holy Week and Easter.

Sorokousty
In just a few short weeks, the holy season of

the Great Fast (Lent) will once again be upon us.
As in the past, we will honor the memory of our
beloved deceased with Sorokousty Memorial
Services at 9 a.m. on Saturdays of Lent. This is the
service where Father reads aloud in church the
names of the deceased. If you would like your
deceased family members commemorated during
these services, please submit your envelope with
the names clearly listed, before Lent begins on
February 20. Please use your Sorokousty envelope
and place it in the collection basket.

Archdiocese News
Philadelphia will mark Patriarch Slipyj’s 120th
Anniversary

Under the aegis of the Archeparchy of
Philadelphia, a two-day international event marking
Patriarch Slipyj’s 120th Anniversary will take place.
On Saturday, February 25, a scholarly conference on
the life and works of Servant of God Josyf Slipyj will
be held at La Salle University Chapel (20th and
Olney Ave.). Papers in English will be read by: V.R.
Dr. Ivan Dacko (Rome, Italy), V.R. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak
(Stamford Eparchy, USA), Rev. Dr. Andrew Onuferko
(Ottawa, Canada), Karim Schelkens (Tilburg,
Netherlands), William Tighe (Allentown, USA);
Discussant - Andrew Sorokowski (Washington, DC).
On Sunday, February 26, a 9.00 a.m. Pontifical
Divine Liturgy for +Patriarch Josyf Slipyj will be
celebrated at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Philadelphia. Following the Divine
Liturgy, memoirs of the Patriarch will be shared in
Ukrainian by: Marian Procyk (Stamford Eparchy,
USA), Rev. Dr. Andrew Onuferko, and Dr. Leonid
Rudnytzky (Philadelphia, USA).

A two-day $25 registration fee includes the
cost of snacks and lunches on both days. A one-
day fee is S15 (please indicate the date of your
attendance). To register, please email your name,
address, phone number to:
ivivankovych@yahoo.com; please mail your checks
to: St. Sophia Religious Association, 7911
Whitewood Rd., Elkins Park, PA 19027.
Registration deadline: February 10, 2012.




COPOKOYCTH
INOMUHAEMO NMOMEPIUX
Copokoyctn — ue Cnyxba boxa B uvaci Benukoro nocry,
nigyac SKOi YATaKTb NOMUHAMbHI MOJIUTBM 3a BCIX NOMEpPsInX.
Skwo BM € napadisHM TO BM MA€ETe KOHBEPT MiX BallMMK
KOHBEPTaMKW, Ha  AKOMy  HanucaHo —
“Sorokousty”. Bi3bMiTb Leil  KOHBEpPT, i Ha
HbOMY  HanuWiTb iMeHa noMepnux, pAanTte
CBOIO [aTKY, | KMHbTE KOHBEPT Y KOLWMK nigvac
NiTyprii. $SKWo X BW HeEMaETe KOHBEpPTIB, TO
Bi3bMiTb MYCTMI KOHBEPT 3i CTONMKA NpU BXOA]
[0 LEPKBU HanuWiTb Ha HbOMy abo Ha NCTKY
nanepy iMeHa TMOMEpNX pigHuX | panTte
KOHBepT 0. IBaHy. KoHBepT i3 iMeHaMn Ha COPOKOYCTU TaKoX
MOXeTe KMHUTW Yy Kowuk nigyac Jlityprii. OTteub IBaH
cnyxutume  CopokoycTu B 3aynokiiHi cy6oTu, nicnsi cB.
Nityprii o roa. 9:00 paHo, nounHatoum Big Cybotun, 25
Jiotoro. MamsiTaiiTe, WO MOMMTMCL 3a MOMEPSIMX POAMIB,
61M13bKMX Ta 3HAUOMMUX € OBOB'SI3KOM KOXXHOMO XPUCTUSIHUHA.
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3ABABA Y IEHBb CB. BAAEHTHHA
& CYBOTA 11 JIIOTOlO, 2012
- o 8:00 roa. Be4yopa
Hawa UWkinsHa AyanTopisi:
My3uka "OBEPEIN”
Y nporpami cneudianbHuit BUCTYN
3acJ/1y)KEHOI apTUCTKN YKpaiHun
Jliopmunn deceHko Ta Ceprisa No6eanHcbkoro.
KButok BKoHae: Bedepsi-6yger 3 8-0i roa. Ta Becb Bedip
KButkn npmuabaxi 3a3ganerigb - $50.00
Micns 5-ro Jllotoro - $55.00
3aMoBUTU CTi/1 A3BOHITb 40 UepkBu - 732 - 826 — 0767
lpy BxoAi KBUTKKU rnpoAaBaTucsl He 6yayTb
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Konis TypuHcbkol MnawaHuui
YKpaiHcoka Katomubka Llepksa YcriiHHA [pecssaToi boropogmyi
B [lept Ambos, H. [x
Ha [1Ba TVOKAHI CTaHe MICLIEM BUCTABIIEHHS KOrli TypuHCbKOI
lTnawannyyi i3 BatikaHy.

eid Cy6omu 18 Jllomozo 2012
do Cy6bomu 3 bepesHsi 2012.

BwaHnyBaTtu i MNoknoHuTtucs MNnaujaHuui MoxHa 3a LiMMu
rogvHamu:

BiBTopok: 10:00 rog paHky go - 7:30 rog.Beyopa
MaTtHuua: 10:00 rog paHky go - 7:30 roa.eevopa
Cy6oTa 10:00 rog. paHky o - 6:00 roa.sevopa
Hepinsa: 9:00 rog. paxky o - 3:00 roa.eeyopa

NMocnyxatn JonoBiab npo TypuHCbLKY MNnawaHnuio MOXHa:
MoHepinok: 20 JlioToro, 2012 B 7:00 roa.Beyvopa — 0. IBaH Typuk
no YkpaiHCbku
Yetsep: 23 JTioTtoro, 2012 B 7:00 rog.Bevopa —

0. Janwuin TposiH No AHMMIACbKM

OdpiuinHe Bigkputra Ta BlwaHyBaHHA po3no4yHeTbcs CB.
Nityprieto o 5:00 roa. Bevopa y Cy6oTy, 18 IloToro, 2012

Criodieaemocs, wo napagisHu ma 2ocmi nputidums y ui OHi 00
Hawo20 xpamy, u,0b nokrnoHumucsi 00 TypuHckKoi MNnawaHuui i
monumosHo nideomysamucsi 0o Benukozo Nocmy.
3a iHdhopmauicto TenedoHymTe 732-826-0767

Y dinapenbdii Binbyaerbcs
«[eHb NaTtpispxa 2012»

25-26 motoro 2012 poky BimOymetscs «lleHb
[arpisipxa 2012» 3 Haroau 120-yiTT4 3 AHA HapomkeHHs Ciryru
Boxoro Iatpispxa Mocuda Crninoro. I{s MixkHapomHa mosis
MaTHM€ HayKOBY Ta MeMyapHy dacTuHuU. B cyboty, 25 mroToro,
B npumimenHi Kammuni Yruisepcurery Jla Canp (20th and Ol-
ney Ave., Philadelphia) BinOynerbcs HaykoBa aHTJIOMOBHA
yacTuHa. JlomoBini Burojocate: o. Iean Jlaneko (Pum, Itamis),
o. IBan Kamak (Cremdopaceka Enapxist), o. Aanpiit Onydepko
(OrraBa, Kanama), Kapim Ilenkenc (TunGypr, [omrsazis),
Bunesim Tait (AmnenrtaBH, CIIA); komenratop — AmnHIpii
Copoxoscbkuii (Bamriarron, JIK). [Touatok o 9:30 roz. paHky.

B wuemimo, 26 motoro, B Karenpi Hemopounoro
3auarra y Ounsagensdii o 9:00 ron. panky Oyne BigcimykeHa
3aynokiiiHa Apxuepeiicbka boxkectBenna Jlitypris 3a Om. m.
Matpispxa Mocupa Crminoro. Omicis, B mpuMilieHH
KaTeIpanbHOi 3aimi, BinOyneTbcs YKpaiHOMOBHA 4YacTHHA,
IpUCBSUEHA CIOTagaM npo bruaxenwimoro Mocupa, sxumu
noainsatees: o. IBan Jlanpko, o. Aunpiii OHydepko, 0. Map’sH
[pouwk ta Jleonin PyaHunpkuii.

Peectpamist Ha nABa JHI BHHOCHTH 25 IOJNSIPiB, IO
BKJIIOYA€ KOIUT MEpeKycku Ta 06iais. KomT onHoAEHHOT ydacTH
— 15 pomsapiB (mpm peectpauii NpoxaHHS BKa3aTh JCHB).
[Ipoxanus Haacuiatu peectpaunito (imM’s, Tpi3BuIle, agpeca,
KOHTAKTHUI TejeoH Ta e-Meil) Ha EJICKTPOHHY ajpecy:
ivivankovych@yahoo.com
Omnaty npocumo Hajacuiatd Ha: St. Sophia Religious Associa-
tion, 7911 Whitewood Rd., Elkins Park, PA 19027. Tepmin
peecrpauii — g0 10 maroToro.

ITuranasa no CesammeHMKa

e lo ye € nicm?

Mict — ue BcTaHoBneHwu LlepkBolo CBATUM 4Yac, B AKOMY BipHi
000B’si3aHi YyMEPTBNSATU CBOE TiNO, 3OEPXYUYMUCH Bi CMOXUBAHHS
[esKnX, rofIoBHO M'AICHUX, CTpaB

e Yomy Lepkea Haknadae nicm?

Llepkea Haknagae nict, wWo0 XPUCTUSIHMH, 4epe3 TOCHe
YMEPTBIEHHS, BOSOAIB HU3bKMMW iHCTMHKTAMMK i Nopyxamu CBOro
Tina, wob Aywa noguMHu He nonana B pabCcTBO HU3bKMX CUI
noacbkol npupoau, Wwob aymkm ceobigHiwe 3septanuca go bora, a
Takox LWob NoKyTyBaTn 3a CBOI rpixu.

Lo npuragye Ham HanoxeHun LiepkBoto nicT y cepeay i N'ATHULO
Llen nict npuragye Ham Mykm i cmepTb Xpucta Cnacutens. Noctom
eaHaemocs 3 Tepnnsunm  XpuctoMm Yonosikontobuem. Takum
YUHOM, MU MOCTUMO B M'ATHULIKO BU3HAKOYM AeHb po3n'aTTa lcyca, i
B cepeady, wob 3ragatu noro 3pagy Big pyk KOgu 3a Tpuauate
CpibHsKiB.

e Yu nogu B par (abo B nekni) BiguyBalTb 4Yac, K MU Ue
po6umo?

A He gymato, WO noauM B pako BigdyBalwTb 4ac, fK i mu. Yac

BUXOAuTb Big obepTaHHs 3emni HaBkomno cebe i HaBkono CoHus.

Tak WO uUe no4vyTTa 4acy noe'A3aHe 3 nnaHetow 3emnsa no

BiJHOLIEHHI0O OO0 COHudA. Paii i nekno He 3emHi Micus, TOMy 9 He

AyMato, Lo BOHW Big4yBaloTb Yac,

e  Yomy nanumo abo 3aceiyyeMo ceidyku y yepkei?
CBiYkM B HawWii UEpKBi MPeACTaBnsAlTb Hali MONMUTBU Nepes
Borom.

e PaHiwe s1 eecb 4Yac niksyeasiacsi npo picypy, cudina Ha
pizHoMaHimHux diemax... | 0OHO20 pa3y e MeHe no4asnucs
npob6nemu 3i 30opoe‘sim. 51 oOpa3y noyana 6nazamu boeza,
w06 eiH nosepHye MeHi 300poe’s, a s1 6inbwe Hikonu He
6ydy cudimu Ha diemax. 30opoe'ss nosepHynocs... Ane
yepe3 desikuli Yyac s1 3abyna npo ceoro ob6iysiHKy i 6aczamo
pasie mana meepouli Hamip noeepHymucsi 8o diem.s1
PO3YMito, W0 makK He MOXHa, s1 X 0asia o6iusiHky! LLjo meHi
menep po6umu?.. | sk Ha cnoeidi npo ye ckazamu, w06 He
po3noeidamu uiny icmopito? Yu JAocmamHbo 6yde
ckazamu: "lMopywuna o6iusiHky, daHy bozoei"?

Xouy BipuTH B Te, Wo Bu Ha BnacHoMy OoCBiAi nepekoHanack, AKUn

€ nobpuit i ntobnayun Hac - Haw HebecHuii OTeub. Bxe Toai, konu

Bu ycigomuna, wo bora obmaHyTn HemoxnuBo, i Bu noxanina 3a

HEBUKOHaHHS CBOEi 06iTHUUI Bory, - Bor npuiHae Bale poskasiHHSA

i nuwe 4vekae, kKonn Bu Ha cnosigi ckaxeTe Tak, AK i Hanucana:

"Mopywwuna ob6iuaHky, aaHy borosi!" Liboro 6yae goctaTtHbo, 60

Bbor 6aunTb Hawi cepus i Te, WO B HUX AgieTbcs! CBSALWEHNK MOXe

MonNpoCUTU YTOYHEHHH, TOAi KOPOTKO MOXETe MOACHUTU KoMy

cuTyadito.

e Ckaximb, 6yOb nacka, siki o6MeXxeHHs1 8 ki € Ha uel
nicm?

Hannepuue, - nict NnoBnHeH ByTn oyxoBHMM, 60 BM MoXeTe B3arani
obmexunTtn cebe B iXi, nepentn Ha Boay W xnib, a gonyckatucs
cammx pisHuX rpixie. 3 LpOro npmeoay Icyc kaxe, WO rpix He B pOT 3
DKeto BXoanTb, a 3 poTa Ta 3 cepus. Tomy LlepkBa 3aoxo4dye CBOiX
OYXOBHUX AiTEN Hawneplle nocTUTM OyXOBHO, obmexyBaTu cebe
Bify NOraHMx 3BUYOK, MYCTUX PO3MOB, AYMOK, NMOMPaBUTM 311i HAXWUN,
noraHi 3Bu4YkM, po3moBu. OOMEXUTU A3MK Bif KPYTUX ChiB, WO
YacTo BXuBatOTbCA [Ana  3B'A3kM  crniB. OOMeXWUTUM  KypiHHSA,
BXMBaHHA cnupTHoro, abo, He ponyctu boxe, HapKOTUKIB.
MpuMMpUTUCA 3 BOpOramm i po3noyaTti WMpo MonMTUCs 3a Hux. He
nponyckatn Csaty Jlityprio Ta iHwi BorocnyxiHHa. YacTo
npuctynatn pgo Cestoro lNpuuyacta, a gna TOro 4YMCTUTU Aywy
yepes po3kasiHHS y TalHi NoKasiHHS i T.4., @ OOMEXEHHS! B XXi He €
rofloBHMM, AOTPUMYWTE AIETY OO BCbOro NepepaxoBaHoro i 4acTo 1
LLMPO MOJITbCS, - TO | BUKOHAETE MiCT.




WELCOME
If you are a guest at today’s Divine Liturgy, we invite you to
Coffee Hour after 9:00 am Liturgy. You are always welcome to
share in worship, study and fellowship here at the Assumption
Church. If you would like to become an enrolled parishioner,
please call Fr. Ivan at (732) 826-0767.
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The Symbols Used to Represent the Four Evangelists.

In Ezekiel 1:4ff we read: “As I looked, a stormy
wind came out of the north: a great cloud with bright-
ness around it and fire flashing forth continually, and in
the middle of the fire, something like gleaming am-
ber. In the middle of it was something like four living
creatures. This was their appearance: they were of hu-
man form. Each had four faces, and each of them had
four wings. As for the appearance of their faces: the
four had the face of a human being, the face of a lion on
the right side, the face of an ox on the left side, and the
face of an eagle; such were their faces.”

These are called the tetramorphs. The four faces
thus described were Babylonian symbols representing
the four fixed signs of the zodiac - the Ox, representing
the sign of Taurus, the lion the sign of Leo, the Eagle of
the sign of Scorpio, and the man, symbol of the sign of
Aquarius. The four likewise symbolize the four ancient
elements of air, water, earth, and fire. Like in other
cases the Christians took pagan symbols that were fa-
miliar to the people of the time and made them into
Christian symbols. Even the date of celebration of the
Nativity of Our Lord had a similar history.

While these were not specifically references to
the gospel writers. Early Christians saw each as an ap-
propriate image for one of the evangelists. These are the
icons that we find on the Royal Doors on our Iconostas
in Our Church.

i Matthew became the winged man,
since his gospel begins with the geneal-
i ogy of Jesus, that is, his human his-
‘8 tory. He writes that Jesus descended

from the man David. He also dwells on
the humanity of Jesus.

et pEr 1

Mark became associated with
the lion, an image linked to the

wilderness, referred to in Mark's . ' ¢ Jrﬂ
opening verses. A man is seated ‘a}! T :5"
writing, and by his side a winged 7§ i TG
lion. Mark begins his gospel with Ry | ° {
the sojourn of Jesus in the wilder- h} / =/ 5
ness, amidst wild beasts, and the L':I f \ ]
temptation of Satan, “the roaring " r (
lion.” The lion is a royal sym- t 7 "=
bol. Mark discusses Christ's roy-
alty.
LUKEE + Luke's symbol became the ox, a
3? \/..;:\L symbol of sacrifice in the Jewish and

" iyY® «©  pagan world. There is a man with a
: ‘S:‘x L “ pen, looking in deep thought over a
\ ~ N\ . scroll, and near him an ox chewing

> L the cud. The latter part also refers to

2 f\ _ the eclectic character of St. Luke's
-' W Gospel.

John's symbol became the eagle, a
bird that can soar higher than any
other, just as John's theology and po-
etic imagery are lofty and inspir-
ing. He is caught up in the Spirit and
has soared spiritually.

— Pastor's Corner_ / —

e | understand why we fast on Fridays throughout
the year, but why are we supposed to fast on
Wednesdays also?

Just as each Sunday is a victory celebration of our Lord’s

Resurrection (Pascha), very early on, while the Apostles

were yet alive, the Church set apart Wednesdays and Fri-

days as special days of observance within the Christian
week. These days were chosen due to their unique link
with the Passion and the redemptive suffering of Christ.

Therefore, we fast on Fridays to acknowledge the day of

Jesus’ Crucifixion and on Wednesday to recall His betrayal

at the hand of Judas for thirty pieces of silver.

o During the prayer before Holy Communion when
saying “Remember me when you come into your
kingdom...” and again when saying “God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner...” some people cross them-
selves while others beat their chest. Is there a cor-
rect practice or are both correct?

This is a personal practice. Both are correct. Different

customs developed in different parts of Ukraine. It de-

pends from which part of the country your ancestors
come. Feel free to do what you are comfortable in doing.

o What is the history of the Sorokousty Ser-
vices? How are the dates determined?

Sorokousty services have been celebrated in the Ukrainian
Catholic church for centuries. It is a prayer service for the
deceased. ltis a tradition that developed over time. There
are no records to show exactly where and when these ser-
vices first began. The root of the word Sorokousty comes
from “sorok” the Ukrainian word for forty and “usta” the
word for mouths. Originally in the monasteries forty cler-
ics, bishops, priests and deacons, would sing this service.
Each Saturday is a traditional day for commemorating the
deceased. We remember the deceased in the Tropar and
Kondak of Saturday. We pray for all the deceased that, as
they stand before the Just Judge, they may stand on the
right and enter the Kingdom of God.

o Why do some of your crosses have extra bars like
the slanted one on the bottom?’

The top bar is the sign placed on the cross that said ‘Jesus
of Nazareth, King of the Jews’. The bottom bar is the piece
of wood to which Jesus’ feet were nailed. (On Byzantine
crucifixes, the feet are side by side, each with a nail
through it; on Roman ones they are crossed, with one nail
going through both.) There are several stories to explain
why the bottom bar is often slanted. One identifies it with
the X-shaped cross on which St Andrew later was Kkilled.
(St Andrew the apostle is a patron saint of Byzantine
Churches — legend has it he visited Scythia, which later
became the Ukraine.) Another is a legend that says the
bar tilted like a scale to show the good thief crucifed next
to Jesus, joined Him in paradise while the thief who
mocked Him was lost. Still another explanation simply says
Jesus was in such pain He tried to move His legs, causing
the bottom board to shift.

¢ Is it a mortal sin to miss Mass on Sunday?

In order to commit a mortal sin one must fulfill three crite-
ria:

1. It must be “Grave Matter.”

2. There must be “Sufficient Reflection.”

3. There must be “Full Consent of the Will.”

Objectively speaking, the act of missing Liturgy (Mass) on
Sunday or Holy Days of Obligation is serious matter. How-
ever, in each circumstance we do not know if the other two
criteria are met to have committed a mortal sin. Simply put,
the Catholic is morally obliged to participate in Liturgy
(Mass) every Sunday unless he or she is unable. What are
examples of being unable? If one is seriously sick they are
unable or if one is traveling and there is no Liturgy avail-
able, i.e. going on a cruise over a weekend without a priest
on board. Still, even while traveling we should make every
attempt to attend Liturgy on Sunday.




